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Dear Participants,

Welcome to the 58th Annual Meeting of the Midwest Association for Latin American Studies. This year’s meeting promises to be one of the best we have ever had. As you 
will see in this booklet, we have developed an exciting interdisciplinary program including panels and papers on topics as varied as the rise of the “new left,” crime 
and violence, political culture, literature, film and the political status of Puerto Rico. 
Of particular interest are the plenary lunches on Friday and Saturday. On Friday we 
will feature Rear Admiral Moira N. Flanders, Director of the Inter-American Defense College, and Dr. Hal Klepak, professor of history and warfare studies at the Royal Military College of Canada, who will speak on “Hemispheric Security: Views from Canada and the US.” On Saturday we will be honored to have the Governor-elect of Puerto Rico address our meeting. 

Our hosts this year are the Senate and House of Representative of the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico. I would like to express my deep appreciation to Senator McClintock 
and Representative Aponte for their support. There could be no better venue for our conference than El Capitolio. The building is a beautiful example of Neoclassical 
Revival Style built in the 1920s that houses the island’s legislative branch of 
government. I also would like to express my gratitude to Mario E. Porrata and his lovely wife Emma, our local liaisons, whose hard work and dedication have made our meeting 
possible. There are many members who have worked diligently to make this meeting 
a success. I thank them all! However, I do need to mention a few by name. Jennifer Holmes, whose hard work receiving and organizing the paper and panel proposals was extraordinary! Without the hard work and dedication of Guillermo A. Rodriguez and 
Jaime Torres the conference would simply not have been possible. Thomas Shannon Stiles assumed the role of interim treasurer on short notice and worked hard to organize our finances for the conference. Daniel Hellinger contributed to the development of the program.  Richard Millett performed his usual magic organizing our Friday plenary and other panels. 

Finally, beyond the sun and beaches, San Juan, Puerto Rico offers wonderful food, museums and Spanish colonial architecture, warm people and plenty of opportunities
for fun and entertainment! I hope you find time to take in all that this wonderful city
 has to offer. 

¡Les deseo una productiva y maravillosa conferencia!   

Orlando J. Pérez

President, MALAS
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